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popes engaging in chicanery and treachery 5 had been shocked
by spiritual leaders, who, eager to advance the temporal
power of the Church, used the weapons of excommunication
and interdict frivolously—weapons used so often and so
indiscriminately that they had lost half their terror j had
watched the great ideal of the holy war perverted into a
device of the papacy to punish those who flourished in the
face of all spiritual penalties. The Church had emerged from
the contest feeble and exhausted. It had humbled the
Empire, but the leadership of Christendom had not passed to
the Holy See. A French prince and French arms had
broken the might of the Empire, and their power was to be
felt by the Church. The fight with the Hohenstaufen was
finished, but another fight was soon to begin, and from it the
Church was to emerge as the abject tool of France.
Clement IV, who had been so enthusiastic a supporter of
France, died before he saw the consequences of trusting
Charles of Anjou. The Church could not agree upon a suc-
cessor to Clement. The French cardinals wanted a
Frenchman, but the Italian cardinals objected to such a choice,
and two years passed before a settlement was reached. The
Pope then chosen, Gregory X, had the dream of a great
Christian alliance and the end of all wars in Europe, but when
he died in 1276 three wars were in progress in Christendom.
He left behind him one set of salutary regulations. He had
seen the injury done to the Church by the vacancy in the
papacy for two years before his own appointment, and he laid
down the procedure for future elections. The cardinals were
to have the sole right of electing the popes 5 they were to
assemble within ten days of the death of a pontiff and be shut
up in a single chamber in the papal palace, cut off from all
communication with the world, until they reached a decision.
Full meals were to be allowed for the first three days, but if
they had not chosen a pope within that time, the food was to
be reduced to one dish for the next five days. After the

